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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 1-4 and 18 -19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matsuzoe (EP 0660655). 

Matsuzoe discloses a transport system for small components, arranged in series 
comprising a chain having a plurality of chain links (2) having a through opening cavity formed 
therein having at least 2 walls where one wall is rigid and the opposite wall is resilient (see figure 
1), a central web (center of 13) having resilient arms (either ends of 13) laterally extending 
therefrom and extending from the full height within the cavity. Matsuzoe also discloses the 
resilient arms having their upper ends being freestanding, the outside rigid wall having a slope 
(see figure 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 5-17 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Rashmi Sharma who 
can be reached at 703-306-5952 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 
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Any general inquiry concerning the status of this communication should be directed to the 
Group receptionist who can be reached at 703-308-1 113. 




JOSEPH E. VALENZA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



